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Unit Title: Sun and Moon  
 
Unit Designers: Grade 1 Team 
 
Level(s): Grade 1 

 
Time Span: 4-5 weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
Summary of Unit:   
Students will learn why the moon appears to have different shapes as it travels around the earth and that 
the moon has a cycle.  They will also discover that the sun warms the land, air, and water and that day and 
night are caused by the rotation of Earth.   
 
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
B. The Skills and Traits of Scientific Inquiry and Technological Design 
B.1. Skills and Traits of Scientific Inquiry:  Students conduct and communicate results of simple 
investigations. 
 
D. The Physical Setting 
D.1. Universe and Solar System: Students describe movement of objects across the sky, as seen from 
Earth.  
        a. Describe how the sun and moon seem to move across the sky. 
        b. Describe the changes in the appearance of the moon from day to day. 
         
D.2. Earth: Students describe the Earth’s weather and surface materials and different ways they change. 

a. Explain that the sun warms the air, water, and land. 
 
 
Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 

We can get information from books. 
The Sun and Moon are in space, separate from the Earth. 

 
 Skills: 
 
 
 
Enduring Understandings: 
Although separate from the Earth, the Sun and Moon have an affect on it. 
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Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
Why does the moon appear to change shape? 
What causes day and night? 
Why do we need the sun? 

 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
 
 Knowledge: 

Vocabulary:  rotate, revolve 
The Earth revolves around the Sun. 
The Earth rotates on its axis explaining the change between day and night. 
The Moon revolves around the Earth. 
The Sun shines on the moon causing it to appear to have different shapes. 
The Sun warms the air, water, and land. 

 
 Skills: 

Demonstrate that the Earth revolves around the Sun. 
Demonstrate that the Earth rotates on its axis. 
Name the different parts of the Moon’s cycle. 
Show night and day using a model of the Earth and Sun. 
Explain how the Earth revolves around the Sun, the Earth rotates on its axis, and how we 
experience night and day. 

 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  
End-of-unit assessment:  Moon’s Cycle, Earth and Sun Demonstration/Checklist 
Whole group activities, demonstrations and experiments. 
 
 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
* Hook:  Select from one of the recommended videos listed in the instructional resources section. 
* Create paper plate phases of the moon.  Students hold plates and put them in order. 
* Read Alouds from recommended instructional resource list. 
* Students demonstrate rotate and revolve uses their bodies.  Students can act out being the Sun, 
   Moon, and Earth. 
* Draw and write about the phases of the moon and movement of the Earth in relation to the Sun. 
* Shadow experiments to demonstrate how the Sun affects us throughout the day. 
 
Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Track the moon’s phases at home. 
Write a report about why the moon appears to change shape or how we experience day and night. 
Research the solar system and the Sun’s affect on other planets. 
Research other moons. 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
www.sciencenetlinks.com/interactives/moon 
LCD projector to demonstrate interactive websites 
www.enchantedlearning.com 
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Instructional Resources: 
Videos:  Space Science for Children:  All About the Moon, Space Science in Action:  Moon,  
www.readinga-z.com  The Disappearing Moon, by Dori H. Butler, Level J,  The Moon, by Ian Graham, 
The Moon, by Niki Walker, What Is The Moon?, by Chris Arvetis, All About The Moon, by David Adler, 
The Solar System:  The Moon, by Robin Birch, The Sun and Moon, by Patrick Moore, The Sun:  The 
Center of the Solar System, Micheal D. Cole, The Sun, by Ian Graham, Our Amazing Sun, Richard 
Adams, The Sun, Margaret J. Goldstein, The Moon, by Karen Edwards, Sun and Earth, by Jason Powe. 
 

 
 
 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 
performance/product. 

 
The Sun and Moon 


